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Four Wounded In Attack On Princess 


British Hold Would-Re Kidnaper 


LONDON <AP) - Ian Ball, a 


26-year-old 
unemployed 


Englishman, was brought into 
court today and charged with 
attempted murder during an 
attempt to kidnap Princess 
Anne from her car in the heart 
of London Wednesday night. 


Ball, lean-faced and bearded, 


stood stiffly in the dock at the 
Bow Street Magistrate's court, 
handcuffed to two detectives. He 
spoke only once during his 60- 
second appearance, saying in a 
London accent: "I want to apply 
for legal aid." 


The court ordered him held 


for another hearing on March 28 
on the charge of attempting to 
murder Princess Anne's per- 
sonal 
bodyguard, 
Inspector 


James Beaton. 


Beaton was one of four per- 


sons wounded as the would-be 
kidnaper fired repeatedly at the 
royal limousine. The others 
were Anne's chauffeur and a 
policeman and a passing jour- 
nalist who tried to intervene. 
Beaton and the policeman were 
reported in serious condition. 


The 23-year-old princess and 


her husband of five months, 
Capt. Mark Phillips, were not 
hurt. But police experts said the 
holes left by one of the bullets 
fired into the car indicated it 


passed between them, missing 
them by inches. 


A police informant said it was 


believed 11 shots were fired by 
the assailant. 
Experts were 


studying two revolvers found at 
the scene. They said five shots 
had been fired from one and six 
from the other. Authorities said 
earlier only six shots were fired. 


Police also found in the white 


Ford that Ball rented for the 


BRIAN McCONNELL 


Journalist Shot 


evening a typewritten ransom 
demand addressed to Queen 
Elizabeth II, Anne's mother, 
along with three pairs of hand- 
cuffs, a driver's license and en- 
velopes addressed to two com- 
panies. 


Officials declined to disclose 


any further details of the dis- 
coveries. 
But 
the 
Daily 


Telegraph said the letter asked 
for a $2.3 million ransom, and 
the Daily Mail said it was full of 
wild ravings about alleged in- 
justices. 


Police said Ball had no fixed 


address. Following the attack, 
there was speculation that it 
was the work of Irish na- 
tionalists, but the police said 
they believed the motive was not 
political. 


The 
gunman 
was 
over- 


powered 
by 
police 
from 


Buckingham Palace, 150 yards 
away from the royal limousine. 


The attack was the first 


against any member of the Bri- 
tish royal family since 1936 
when a man threw a loaded 
revolver in front of King Ed- 
ward VIII. The royal family oc- 
casionally has received death 
threats but is not normally 
surrounded by heavy security 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 1) 


SAMMY SCOTT 
Gave assistance 


JAMES BEATON 


Bodyguard Wranded 


UNHURT IN SHOOTING: Britain's Princess Anne 
and her husband, Capt. Mark Philips, escaped 
unhurt Wednesday when a man pumped bullets into 
their car as they were returning to Buckingham 
Palace at London. A police spokesman said that a 
Scotland Yard detective guarding the princess, and 
her chauffeur, were both injured. (AP Wirephoto) 
No Charges 
In Fire That 
Killed Three 


But Prosecutor Issues 


General Warning 


SCENE OF SHOOTING: Police and an ambulance 
are shown at scene of Wednesday night shooting 
attack on Princess Anne and husband, Mark 


Phillips, in the mall near Buckingham Palace. At 
center is the Rolls Royce car of the Princess. At 
right is the rear of the white Ford car used by the 


gunman. At left the taxi hit by gunman's bullet. (AP 
Wirephoto) 


Berrien County Prosector 


John Smietanks said Wednes- 
day no charges will be filed 
against a young mother who was 
at a bar when fire claimed the 


JOHN SMIETANKA 


'No Prosecution' 


QUEEN ESTHER BLASH 


WM't be charged 


lives of three of her unattended 
children. 


Smietanka 
told 
a 
news 


conference it is "my judgment 
we cannot get a conviction" 
against Queen Esther Blash, 23, 
for involuntary manslaughter. 


Smietanka said part of the 


problem is that the fire in the 
rented apartment was due to 
faulty wiring, and it cannot be 
proved who is responsible for 
the defect. 


Three Blash 
children — 


Anthony, 8 months, Latisha, 3, 
and 6-year-old Edward, died in 
the Feb. 7. blaze in their attic 
bedroom. A fourth child, Danny, 
5, escaped. 


Police said Mrs. Blash was at 


a local bar when the fire broke 
out. 
She reached the blazing 


apartment just before firemen. 


Smietanka called a special 


press conference to announce 
his findings in the local fire 
deaths. He also used the oc- 
casion 
to 
warn 
landlords, 


parents and municipal officials 
they will be prosecuted for 
murder or manslaughter in the 
future if it can be demonstrated 
they are liable for fires that 
cause death or serious injury. 


An involuntary manslaughter 


charge 
was 
filed 
Tuesday 


against 
21-year-old 
Mattie 


Mclnlosh of Grand 
Rapids 


stemming from the Feb. 5 fire 
deaths of her three children and 
two nephews. 


In the Grand Rapids case, of- 


ficers said, the children were 
left unattended while 
Mrs. 


Mclntosh went to a bar. She has 
demanded 
preliminary 


examination on the charge but 


(Sec back page, sec. 1, col. 1) 


D'Agostino's 'Navajo' Thurs, 
21st 
Spring Sound of Music. 


Rock-Slandard-Country. Come 
On Out. Adv 


Correction: K-Mart. 62" Medi- 
terranean Stereo $277.00. Adv. 


CORRECTION: Zick's Wish- 
bone Italian Dressing. 8 oz. bll. 
35c Adv. 


Three Guilty Of Welfare Fraud 


By BILL RUSH 


Staff Writer 


Two persons pleaded guilty and one pleaded nolo contendere (no 


contest) during arraignments on separate charges of welfare 
fraud under $500 in Berrien Fifth District court Wednesday. 


Deliah M. Garrett, 25, of 771 Columbus avenue, Benton Harbor, 


pleaded guilty to a charge of fraudulently receiving $475.50 in Aid 
to Dependent Children (ADC) from the Berrien social services 
department from Dec. 15 to March 4. 


An investigation determined her child was not living with her 


and that she was not providing for the child despite her ADC 
claim, according to Jack Struwin, head of the Berrien prosecutor's 
welfare fraud unit. 


George Woods, 49, of Route 1, Townline road, Benton township, 


pleaded guilty to a charge of fraudulently receiving ADCU benefits 
from the Berrien social services department from Nov. 16 to Feb. 
13. 


An investigation indicated that Woods received a workman's 


compensation settlement during that period of more than $14,000 
which he failed to report, Struwin said. 


A second charge against Woods of welfare fraud over $500 was 


dimissed upon restitution, Struwin said. 


Sandra Hopson, 22, of 407 Clay street, Benton Harbor, pleaded 


nolo contendere to a charge of fraudulently receiving from the 
Berrien social services department from Aug. 16 to Oct. 20 of last 
year. 


She had claimed she had custody of and was supporting her 


child. Struwin said investigation showed the child was living el- 
sewhere and was not provided for by her. A second charge of 
welfare fraud over $500 was dismissed, he said. 


All three defendants were placed on presentence investigation. 


GM Says Car Sales Picking Up 


DETROIT (AP) - General 


Motors has canceled plans for 
one-week shutdowns at seven 
plants, citing a "brightening" 
sales outlook, following its 
second worst sales period of (he 
year. 


GM Chairman Richard C. 


Gerstenberg, announcing the 
change in plans Wednesday, af- 
firmed the auto giant's op- 


timism that car sales would 
pick up now that the Arab oil 
embargo has ended. 


The action will keep 27,000 


workers om the job. They were 
to begin one-week furloughs 
Monday, or Monday, April 1. 


Thousands of GM workers 


will find themselves laid off in 
the next few weeks, anyway, 
spokesmen conceded. 
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"We are beginning to see 


increasing evidence that out 
business is getting better," 
Gerstenberg said. 


"He said GM dealers around 


the 
country 
are 
reporting 


increased interest in new cars 
and 
noted 
that 
used 
car 


wholesale prices had firmed, 
calling that "a first step to 
improved new car sales." 


Gerstenberg 
offered 
no 


figures to indicate an end to the 
sharp sales decline which has 
plagued GM all year. 


The announcement, in the 


face of the GM's 1974-sales 
decline of 37 per cent, has been 
interpreted by some observers 
as a psychological boost for the 
depressed car market. 


"If GM demonstrates it still 


has faith in the auto market, 
then maybe it'll convince car 
buyers to have more faith," said 


one industry source hopefully. 


Last week GM reported sales 


during the first 10 days of 
March were down 47 per cent 
from last year's record mark. 


GM, with 39,500 workers on 


current one-week layoffs due to 
plant shutdowns, still will close 
eight plants and idle 30,200 
workers next week. 


The firm also has not can- 


celed shutdowns of five plants 
that would idle 17,600 workers 
during the week of April 1. 


Some 65,000 hourly employes 


remain on indefinite 
layoff. 


They represent 15 per cent of 
GM's nation-wide workforce of 
420,000. 


Gerstenberg 
said 
GM's 


current sales outlook indicates 
virtually all 
of the 
60,000 


workers temporarily idled this 
month will be back on the jobs 
by mid-April. 


Flint, Mich.; Oldsmobile as- 
sembly and Fisher plants in 
Lansing, Mich., and assembly 
plants in Arlington, Tex., and 
Framingham, Mass. All assem- 
ble big cars. 


The Tarrylown plant was to 


have closed next week. The 
others were set for the following 
week. 


Watch For Kids, Motorists Urged 


The Berrien county sheriff's department is urging motorists 


to drive slower and be mindful of children as ninny school 
districts throughout the county will recess for spring vacation 
in (lie coming weeks. The department is asking drivers to 
maintain a safe speed near schools, playgrounds, and 


residential areas and be extra alert while children are out of 
school. "The number of fatalities involving school-age 
children lias decreased so we as drivers should strive to keep 
il that way," stated Umlersheriff Edward Sandera. 


Ford and Chrysler, which 


together have more than 15,000 
workers on temporary layoffs 
this week and plan to idle 16,200 
more at six plants next week, 
had no immediate reaction to 
GM's announcement. 


Those two firms have said the 


lifting of the oil embargo should 
improve spring sales forecasts, 
but neither indicated they would 
cancel previously scheduled 
plant shutdowns. 


Industry-wide, sales are down 


27 per cent from 1973 levels. 


GM, more dependant upon 


largt car sales than other 
domestic makers, has been hit 
particularity 
hard 
by 
the 


market swing to smaller au- 
tomobiles. 


GM facilities affected by the 


shutdown cancellations are at 
Tarrylown, N.Y.; Buick assem- 
bly and Fisher body plants in 


Studded Tires Must Go . 


EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) - State Police say they will begin 


enforcing on April 2 the ban on (he use of studded tires. 


April 1 is the cutoff date for the seasonal use of motor vehicle 


tires that have studs or ice gripps. Col. John R. Plants, State 
Police director, said the deadline is a month earlier than it was 
under the previous state regulation. 


The current Michigan law on studded tires provides for their use 


again in the 1974-75 winter. After then, use of such tiros will be 
governed by slate Highways and Transportation Department 
regulations. 


Win n iiif! .\H/II hers 


SOUTHFIELD, Mich. 


(AP) - Here arc the 
winning 
numbers 
in 


today's Michigan Lot- 
tery drawing: 


Weekly numbers are 


587-020: second chance 
numbers are 
561-748; 


"March 
Madness" 


bonus 
numbers 
are 


126-361-955. 
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Target Practice 


The Missing Brains 
In Government 


John L. Cobs, one of the more astute 


commentators on the financial scene, 
permed a thought for a recent issue of 


Business Week magazine 
which 


deserves a wider circulation such as is 
enjoyed by Jack Anderson and the 
network TV pundits, whose specula- 
tions and innuendos, sad to say, seem 
toT>e taken for the true gospel. 


Cobbs' theme is the distressing es- 


trangement between government and 
business rivalling that of the country 
folk song, "The Hatfields and The 
McCoys." 


This antagonism first surfaced back 


in the days of Teddy Roosevelt and his 
trustbusters and deepended in the 1962 
confrontation between John F. Ken- 
nedy and the steel magnates relative 
to the so called non-inflationary wage 
settlement with the 
steelworkers 


union. 
. -Never, though, has there been a time 
wn'en an Administration, Republican 
or Democratic, 
could not 
enlist 


businessmen to deal with an economic 
crisis. 


The exception is today. 
.Of the 11 men in the Nixon cabinet, 


only two, Dent in Commerce and 
Brinegar in Transportation, have a 
business background. The departure 
of George Schultz, who chaired a 
university economics department to 
become Trueasury Secretary, thins the 
ranks even more. 
.It is an irony difficult to match that 
businessmen 
campaigned for and 


bankrolled Nixon's two elections but 
can not serve the Administration when 
it needs them the most. 


The performance of William Simon, 


director of the Federal Energy Office, 
has been, in Cobbs' words, a perfectly 
predictable fiasco. 


He is a capable administrator in a 


field entirely strange to him and his 
subordinates. None of them unders- 
tand the devious channels through 
which oil flows from well to consumer 
and, working with flaky statistics, they 
have fumbled their way from one 
mistake to another. Had the Arab 
countries not lifted their embargo this 
week, one shudders as to what strait- 


jacket the FEO would next wrap 
around the country. 


Simon is where he is because of 


consumerists like Ralph Nader and 
Barry Goldwater the only member of 
Congress coming readily to mind who 
never so much as tried to run a peanut 
stand. Neither force inside or outside 
of Congress would have accepted an 
industry man to head up FEO on the 
theory that one does not call upon a 
plumber to treat an ulcer. 


Today's contrast between those of 


FDR and Harry Truman is chilling. 


FDR 
raided 
top 
industrial 


management to push World War II's 
production effort. Truman duplicated 
this in the Korean struggle. 


Neither President was held in great 


esteem by the business community 
and it is still debated which of them 
might be regarded as the more an- 
tipathetic toward business. 


Yet in the hour of crisis both sides 


worked well in harness. 


Though it is standard practice to 


seek out farmers for the top posts in 
Agriculture, union chieftains in Labor, 
veterans for Army, Navy and Defense, 
somehow it is lawyers or perennial of- 
ficeholders who wind up in the 
economically oriented posts. 


Admittedly, 
the 
business 
com- 


munity contributes its share to this 
inconsistency. FDR and Truman had 
the patroitic motive behind them in 
the effort to obtain top flight talent 
which normally feels stifled in the red 
tape so dear to Washington and the 
state capitals. 


Cobb quite accurately states the 


solution to this economic leadership 
gap in a time of worldwide develop- 
ments at best only dimly grasped. 


The business community must sub- 


merge its hositlity and its obsession 
with maximizing short term profits to 
give the kind of service it rendered 
during wartime mobilization. 


Washington must bring business- 


men back into government, not to set 
federal policy but to show how its ob- 
jectives can be achieved. 


We need a greater implementation 


of that old saying about the shoemaker 
sticking to his last. 


At Least The Public 
Would Have A Choice 


Whether CBS Newsman Dan Rather 


was witty or boorish in his Tuesday 
evening exchange with Richard Nixon 
is a matter of personal opinion. 


But it is a clear fact that Rather's 


conduct at the presidential press 
conference is a perfect example of 
what's wrong with a great deal of TV 
network news coverage. 


Here's a man whose hositility for the 


President fairly bristles. And he's 
supposed to cover the White House 
objectively? 


CBS President 
William 
Paley 


couldn't make even Walter Cronkite 
buy that! 


Rather 
had 
previously 
been 


described by Nixon as one of TV's 
worst hatchet 
men. 
It was not 


surprising, 
therefore, 
that when 


Rather arose to ask a question, he was 
greeted by boos from Nixon's friends, 
by applause from the President's cri- 
tics. 


The mixture caused Nixon to laugh 


and inquire: 


"Are you running for office, Mr. 


Rather?" 
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That drew good-natured laughter 


from the audience, not unfriendly to 
anyone. But Rather chilled the good 
humor in a hurry when, after waiting 
for the laughter to die, he responded 
bitterly: 


"No. Are you running for something, 


Mr. President?" 


Rather then proceeded not to ask a 


question, but to deliver a speech, 
punctuated by a whole series of ques- 
tions. 


Paley's hook should have pulled 


Rather offstage without further ado. 


It's true that no reporter can be free 


of likes or dislikes. But one worthy of 
his profession controls his emotions 
for the sake of accuracy. At the very 
least, he doesn't engage in hostile, 
public debate with the figures he's 
supposed to be covering. 


Unfortunately, self restraint seems 


to be in rather limited supply among 
key TV network newsmen. ABC's 
Harry Reasoner and Howard K. Smith 
do a workmanlike job, free of personal 
bias. Otherwise, network newsmen 
lean pretty heavily toward rich, liberal 
politicians and away from conserva- 
tive Republicans. 


There's a proposal 
to 
require 


network newscasts to originate from 
five or more regional centers, rather 
than only from New York. 


It's a good idea. Let's break up the 


monopoly that provincially liberal 
New Yorkers have on network news 
control. No one elected them; they 
don't even have to make their tax re- 
turns public. 


Midwestern and Dixie newsmen 


might not be any better. But at least 
the public would have a choice. 


In the 13th century, England's King 


John enjoyed hunting at Klingsclerc, 
in Hampshire, forcing the inhabitants 
to feed and house him and his retinue 
each lime he came. On one visit, he 
was badly bitten by harvest bugs and 
hastily departed. The grateful towns- 
people erected a weathervanc in the 
shape of the six-legged insect, and it 
still tops the church there. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


THREE LAKERS 


MAKE ALL-LEAGUE 


— 1 Year Ago — 


League 
champion 
Lake 


Michigan Catholic has placed 
three players on the all-Red 
Arrow basketball team. They 
are Dave Carnegie, who led all- 
star picks as a repeat choice, 
Jim 
Deve'reaux 
and 
Gary 


Pelkey, 
who 
stands 
with 


Carnegie as 
the only un- 


derclassmen selected. 


Rounding out the team are 


Eau Claire's Bob Viverette. Bob 
Ward and Dave Grabemeycr; 
Galien's Jack Heller and Al 
Markunas; New Buffalo's Rob 
Kruger, and Greg Lozeau of 
Bridgman. 


HE PAINTS 
, 


WITH LIGHT 


- 10 Years Ago - 


Walter Pymn of St. Joseph is 


practicing the ancient art of 
making stained glass windows. 
From his small Benlon Harbor 
shop comes beautiful examples 
of a craft that reached its zenith 
in the 13th century and has been 
on the decline ever since. 


His little shop is tucked away 


behind Morton Hill bluff on 
Frank street near Paw Paw ave. 
The outside of the building is 
unspectacular. But the inside is 
like a rainbow. He has stained 
glass windows all over the place 
but the best examples of his art 
are installed in a special wing of 
the building. 


BOYS ELIGIBLE 
FOR STATE FFA 
— 35 Years Ago — 


Three 
members 
of 
the 


Buchanan high school chapter 
of the Future Farmers of 
America, Ted Upham, James 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


SAYS STREAKERS 


NOT FUNNY 


Editor, 


I would like to comment on 


the 
"streaking" going on 


around our country. 


First, it seems many people 


are trying to use this to break 
the tension in our problem-filled 
nation of today — like the car- 
toon in the paper, Berry's 
World. Many are taking this 
very lightly, and some are even 
trying to make a profit from it. 
I refer to the streakers sneakers 
sign on a store in Hartford. I am 
sure they meant no,harm by it, 
but as they, and others, pass 
this fad they are encouraging 
our young people to try this for 
themselves. Now to the point — 
as a man who believes in the 
Christian way of life, I must say 
this is not funny, nor is it 
something to look the other way 
about. 


Even in our law of the land it 


is considered to be indecent, 
those who do such things are 
breaking God's moral code. The 
Lord mean't the body to be 
treated with respect, and to be 
fully clothed to hid the naked- 
ness that was revealed when 
Adam and Eve disobeyed the 
Lord in Eden. 


Finally, I call upon all those 


who name the name of Christ to 
stand behind your law en- 
forcement and support them as 
they (the streakers) seek to 
break the law by indecent ex- 
posure. 


Paul Wilcoxson 
116 East Olds street 
Hartford. 


ABORTION ARTICLE 


UPSETS READER 


Editor, 


In Saturday's paper of March 


16,1974 I was upset by an article 
I read on abortion. 


I was not upset merely by the 


fact it was pro-abortion bul 
more by the tact it was written 
by the intelligent daughter of an 
intelligent local physician. 


The gist of her article was to 


promote 
abortion 
from 
a 


"women's rights" point of view 
and then expressed dismay at 
the fact there were more letters 


going to Washington and state 
officials denouncing abortion 
than supporting it. 


I was sorry to see our more 


respected doctors 
and in- 


telligent college students were 
not working toward a more 
human and civilized solution for 
dealing with the root problems 
of abortion. 


Instead they are still promot- 


ing an archaic and barbaric 
method of after the fact disposal 
of unwanted human beings. 


It is ironic to think women can 


be brought to tears by so little 
as a sad movie, but can shed an 
unwanted fetus without emo- 
tion. 


If men and women want 


freedom of choice and equal 
rights, they should also show 
they are forthright enough to 
live up to the responsibility of 
their actions. 


It is time we quit using over- 


population, women's rights, and 
poor birth control methods as a 
crutch to justify genocide. 


It is rather for us to use these 


as rallying points to promote a 
more intelligent and more 
human way of dealing with un- 
wanted pregnancies. 


Abortion is not a necessity or 


an answer. 


Continued education, more 


aggressive 
research 
and 


development programs and 
increased 
respect 
for 
all 


degrees of human rights, 
especially the most basic, the 
right to life, is the only hope for 
advancement of an intelligent, 
civilized life and the avoidance 
oi a James Orwell "1984." 


Brian McGrath 
Graduate Notre Dame '72 
4073 Woodland Lane 
St. Joseph. 


SAYS OPTIONS 


NEED EXPLAINING 


Editor, 


I have just received a copy of 


your February 20, 1974 edition 
which carries a story with 
banner headlines, 'Farmer Will 
Need a Permit to Plow.' Since I 
conducted the meeting upon 
which the story is based, I wish 


(Stc page 31, c«lumi 1) 


Hemminger and Robert Olsen, 
have been recommended by 
Clarence 
Langer, 


Smith—Hughes agricultural in- 
structor, 
for stale Future 


Fanners. 


Twelve boys are selected each 


year in the state for this honor. 
The requirements are high 
scholastic standing, outstanding 
work in athletic and social 
functions and unusual progress. 


BURN BOOKS 


— 45 Years Ago — 


All of the library books in the 


Hinchman 
school 
may 
be 


burned because of the scarlet 
fever 
epidemic among the 


school children of the com- 
munity. The books of a number 
of pupils have already been 
burned. 


ELECT OFFICERS 
-55 Years Ag»- 


Unlike most reunions of 


pioneer residents, up-to-the- 
minute problems occupied the 
attention of members of the 
Fifty Year club, who gathered 
from all parts of the county in 
Benton Harbor yesterday for 
their 
annual meeting. Old 


friends again renewed acquain- 
tances during the hour or two 
before dinner and when the af- 
ternoon program was taken up 
it was devoted to live topics of 
the day. Result of the election of 
officers was: President, R.W. 
Reese, of Eau Claire, to succeed 
Erastus 
Murphy, 
Berrien 


Center; 
secretary, 
A.M. 


Woodruff, 
Watervliet; 


treasurer, John Seel, Benton 
Harbor; directors, Dr. S.M. 
White, J.N. Cunningham, R.H. 
Sherwood of Watervliet, and 
John E. Burbank, of Berrien 
Springs. 


STRIKES ABUTMENT 


— 65 Years Ago — 


While coming down the river 


last evening the steamer City of 
Traverse, of the Graham and 
Morton line, struck the abut- 
ment of the Pere Marquette 
bridge, throwing stone and the 
protecting piling together and 
delaying trains for more than an 
hour. 


Japan 
Stiffens 


Its Upper Lip 


It is possible to talk, as 1 have, 


of the prevailing high spirit in 
Japan and almost in the same 
breath to report properly that 
the oil crisis and the general 
problem 
of 
inflation 
have 


thrown this nation into a near- 
frenzy of confusion and uncer- 
tainty. 


Admittedly, what one high of- 


ficial calls the "panicky days" 
when a much steeper oil import 
cutback was feared but did not 
materialize, are over. But the 
sustaining spirit has to override 
almost 
daily 
events 
and 


pronouncements which would 
drive most countries to collec- 
tive madness. 


Knowledgeable 
Japanese 


leaders in government and 
business are well aware that all 
the great industrial powers are 
engulfed in one way or another 
with the same puzzling issue; 
When, if ever in the foreseeable 
future, will inflation be brought 
under some kind of reasonable 
control and stability restored? 
- But the matter is particularly 
perplexing for Japan, where in 
truth 
government-business 


collaboration in production, 
trade 
promotion, 
growth 


policies and research -and 
development is conducted with 
such control that it is correct to 
see the country as one huge 
corporation. 


When I visited here in late 


1971, the Japanese were reeling 
from the sock of President 
Nixon's suddenly announced 
stringent trade controls. They 
were angry and fearful, yet they 
felt that if they did certain 
specific things — accepted a 
quota agreement on textile ex- 
ports to America, up-valued 
their currency, imposed volun- 
tary restraints on exports of 
automobiles 
and 
electronic 


goods, 
lowered their own 


barriers to some U.S. products 
— they could regain control of 
their situation. They did these 
things and more, and their 
growth pace held at the miracle 


speed of 10 per cent through 
1973. 


Tills time it is different. They 


feel themselves in the grip of 
economic forces beyond their 
control, and that is a most un- 
comfortable 
position 
for 
a 


people accustomed to living by 
its own wits — pulling in the 
vital resources it lacks to sus- 
tain 
an 
industrial society, 


selling its products far and 
wide, measuring the intake and 
outgo almost with a calipers. 


It is hard to see top officials 


today. 
Government 
and 


business leaders alike are on 
steady call at the Japanese Diet, 
whose 498-member lower house 
is pounding away in search of 
solutions to the menacing infla- 
tion. 


Oil prices are under tem- 


porary freeze, while Prime 
Minister Tanaka and his var- 
ious consultants try to figure 
out how much to let the prices 
rise.. Meantime, the major 
world producers are complain- 
ing bitterly at what they say 
are unsustainable losses, even 
as they deny scare reports they 
might cut Japanese supplies by 
25 per cent if adjustments 
aren't made soon. 


1 talked to Sohei Mizuno, 


president of the Arabian Oil Co., 
in hope of getting a wide-rang- 
ing discussion of oil prospects. 
He seemed obsessed by price 
uncertainties, and disposed 
briefly though courteously of 
my questions about reserves, 
future development, new tech- 
nologies, other energy sources. 


The 
highly 
influential 


Yoshizane Iwasa, board chair- 
man of the powerful Fuji Bank, 
puts himself among the op- 
timists. Yet, since I spoke with 
him in Washington only a few 
weeks ago, he has widened the 
Japanese economic prospect for 
1974 to include a possible $10 
billion balance of payments 
deficit instead of the outside 
limit of $8 billion he set earlier. 


Distance Distorts 


Thelford Picture 


No doubt you have read about 


those town meetings in Vermont 
and elsewhere thai have been 
voling in favor of President 
Nixon's 
impeachment. The 


media made much of them, TV 
cameras at the actual town 
meetings, and so forth, and 
some columnists weighed in 
with Iheir own inlerpretations. 
Look out. All is not as it seems. 


Garry Wills, for example, was 


tremedously impressed by the 
160-130 vote for impeachment in 
Thetford, Vermont, which, from 
the considerable distance of 
Baltimore, 
Maryland, 
he 


presents as a rock-ribbed bas- 
tion of New England grass-rools 
rectitude, small town conserva- 
tism and democracy, and other 
sterling qualities. It a place like 
Thetford votes for impeach- 
ment, you gather, the boondocks 
have spoken and Nixon is really 
through. 


"Vermont," writes Wills, "is 


rock-hard Republican terri- 
tory," Well, I don't know what 
rocks Wills has been handling 
lately, but two out of the last 
bWS WORLD 


<P 1974 by NEA Ini 


"Can't you understand, dear? I'm bored being around 
the house all the time I want to have a CAREER like 


you!" 


three Vermont governors have 
been liberal Democrats, Phil 
Hoff and Thomas Salmon. Ac- 
tually, much of Vermont, like 
the rest of northern England, is 
in social and political transition, 
and this is especially true of 
towns like Thetford. 


First of all, there are indeed 


some genuine Vermonters in 
Thetford, a few farmers, some 
small tradesmen, and people 
who work in one or another local 
enterprise. 


But Thetford is also about ten 


miles from Dartmouth College 
and very much affected by this 
academic presence. Faculty 
members live in Thetford and 
commute to Dartmouth; they 
often inhabit old farmhouses, 
many of which have been 
sumptuously 
remodeled. 


Moreover, because it is within 
the academic penumbra, Thet- 
ford and other nearby towns 
have also attracted the sort of 
people who tend to be drawn to 
the vicinity of colleges and 
universities, even if they have 
no direct connection with them; 
artsy craftsy types, various 
literati, divorcees and bohos. 


Twenty years ago, you could 


buy land in a place like Thetford 
for $50 an acre. Today it's more 
like a thousand. Naturally there 
is plenty of tension between the 
real Vermonters and the new- 
comers, who, among them- 
selves, look upon and some- 
times call the Vermonters 
"Elmers." 


Thetford has not become a 


Provincetown or a Truro, but 
it's a long way from being 
Thornton Wilder's Our Town. 


Mrs. Jacqueline Lucy, who 


spearheaded the Thetford im- 
peachment movement, has lived 
in the town for two years. Sup- 
porting material was gotten up 
by a Dartmouth professor. The 
town government, probably 
reflecting the feelings of the 
more indigenous' residents, 
tried to remove the impeach- 
mcnt item from the agenda. The 
actual vote did not come until 
well 
after 
midnight 


Enthusiasts voted, and TV 
cameras purred, while many 
others slept in their beds. 
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LOAD 
LIMIT 
ENFORCED 


Meeting Set 
To Discuss 
BH Problems 


Environment., Safety 


High On Agenda 


Ito***^ 


NOT YET: Signs indicating load limits have been imposed on Coloma city 
streets have been described as premature by Mayor Glenn Randall. According 
to mayor, law giving city authority to enforce limit has not yet received city 
commission approval. Measure was left unpassed at last commission meeting 
because of 3-3 tie vote. Measure is to be reconsidered by commission at March 
25 meeting. Randall said signs apparently were ordered posted by a commis- 
sioner despite commission vote. "... Signs are meaningless" said Randall until 
commission action. Randall is supporter of passage of measure. (Cliff Stevens 
photo) 


Environment 
and 
Public 


Safety are principal topics for a 
meeting next Tuesday night at 
Benton Harbor Public library. 


Some 150 persons have been 


invited to meet with city of- 
ficials 
to 
discuss 
major 


problems of Benton Harbor and 
possible solutions. 


Pharmacist Robert Cillespie, 


one of the originators of the 
session, said invitations have 
been 
extended to 
business 


people, persons active in com- 
munity affairs, 
blue collar 


workers, school administrators 
and county officials. 


Gillespie, manager of two 


drug stores in Benton Harbor, 
said the environmental aspect 
will focus on 
commercial, 


residential 
and 
industrial 


property 
cleanups. 
Public 


safety will be aimed at crime 
prevention. 


Gillespie said it is hoped the 


evening will produce many con- 
structive comments 
for the 


betterment of Benton Harbor. 


The improvement effort won't 


be limited to one evening. "We 
intend to make it an ongoing 
thing," said Gillespie. 


Tuesday's meeting starts at 


7:15. 
Firemen Unplug 
'Shorted' Stove 
For Resident 


Benton township firefighters 


reported they were called to 
unplug a stove that shorted out 
at the home of Laura Bledsole, 
151 Frederick street about 9:18 
p.m. 


There was no fire or smoke 


and damage was limited to the 
stove. No one was injured. 


SPRING VISITOR: spring arrived in the twin cities Wednesday night just a few 
hours after this snowy owl found a perch on top of power line pole behind Wm. 
C. Roney & Co., 665 West Main street, Benton Harbor. Close-up of snowy visitor 
was made from ground level with high-powered telephoto lens by staff pho- 
tographer Harry Smith. Snowy owl is large diurnal arctic owl which enters the 
northern parts of United States and Europe in winter. Its plumage is sometimes 
nearly pure white, but usually has dark brownish spots. It has no ear tufts* 
(Staff photos) 


Niles Board Ends Athletic Relations With BH 


Benton Harbor school officials declined comment today on a 


. move by the Niles school board to end regularly scheduled athletic 
events between the two schools after this school year. 


A spokesman for the Benton Harbor school said the school board 


here has received no formal notification yet of the Tuesday night 
action by the Niles school board. 


He said that until such a formal letter is received there will be no 


'comment by school officials in Benton Harbor. 
• Niles school officials said it was a March 6 ruckus after Benton 
Harbor's one-point loss to the Niles basketball team in state dis- 


trict tournament play at Niles that sparked the decision by the 
Niles board. 


A display case window and several windows at the school and at 


surrounding homes were broken by rocks and other debris thrown 
by spectators, according to police. 


Niles Supt. William Fairman said it has been past incidents and 


threats during and after athletic competition between the two 
schools that played a part in the review of the athletic connections 
between the two schools. 


He added that the Niies board action does not place the blame for 


any of the incidents totally on Benton Harbor students. 


"It takes two to tango," he said. 
But it is the fact that such situations occur when teams from the 


two schools meet that caused the board to take its action to end 
athletic competition on a scheduled basis, he said. 


The end of athletic competition between the two schools becomes 


effective after the present term ends, Fairman said. 


The move applies to all junior and senior high athletic events but 


does not rule out tournament play over which Niles officials have 


no control. 


"Athletic competition should be fun, educational and positive in 


its contribution to the total school experience. The fun ... has not 
been in existence at any level of competition with Benton Harbor," 
the board said in a statement, Fairman said. 


The two schools have basketball games scheduled through the 


next two seasons and have competed regularly in spring sports 
scheduled on a year-to-year basis. 
• • 
'. ' 


The football series ended in 1970 because of scheduling conflicts. 


Burned-Out Tavern Is Leveled 


FIRE PROBERS DIG THROUGH RUBBLE 


Workmen continued the razing of Babe's lounge in downtown 


- Benton Harbor this morning so investigators can try to determine 
the cause of the blaze that destroyed the tavern in a pre-dawn 
blaze Wednesday. 
. Fire Chief Harold Gaddie said he ordered the building at 161 
East Main street demolished because of smoldering debris under 
the rubble. 


Fire Marshall John Billups said this morning workmen had not 


yet reached the first floor and excavation was to continue. Billups, 
Spring '74 Gets 
Frigid Welcome 


. Today was the first full day of spring? 


It's doubtful if young men's fancies turned lightly to thoughts ol • 


love. 


A light snow started falling in southwestern Michigan almost to 


the minute when spring first arrived—at 8:07 last night. Light 
flurries continued today. 


The forecast called for continuing cold, with a chance of more 


snow Friday afternoon, with highs in the mid-30's. 


About one inch of snow was reported on the ground this morning 


throughout southwestern Michigan, and area police reported 
roads were wet and slippery, although no excess number of traftic 
accidents were reported. 
Officials Meet 
On Dial-A-Ride 


along with investigators from the state fire marshall's office and 
Benton Harbor police, still have not determined the cause of the 
blaze. 


James Couvelis, owner of the tavern, estimated damages at 


about $100,000. The Shoe Hull, next door to Babe's, sustained a 
reported $50,000 damage, and no determination has been made of 
damage to Leath-Newland inventory in the furniture store next to 


the shoe shop. 


Caddie called yesterday's fire "the worst downtown fire in at 


least the last 25 years." He noted the last fire in which the roof and 
floors collapsed was in 1945 when the Red Cross drugstore at Main 
and Colfax was consumed by flames. 


A fire in July, 1969, in a steak house next to Leath's was the last 


major fire in the downtown district, Gaddie stated. 


Leath's sustained heavy smoke damage as a result of the steak 


house fire, and again sustained smoke damage in Wednesday's 
fire. John S. Gates, senior vice president of Leath's from Illinois, 
said Leath's has an inventory of about $300,000, and added "a 
sizable loss is expected." 


The 100 block of East Main was blocked to traffic yesterday 


while workmen used a large crane to clear the rubble. 


State and local governmental 


officials will meet in Benton 
Harbor this afternoon in an at- 
tempt to iron out problems that 
are 
keeping 
Dial-A-Ride 


(DART) from rolling in the twin 
cities. 


Officials from the cities of 


Benton Harbor and St. Joseph 
and the townships of Benton and 
St. Joseph have been invited to 
'the 4:30 p.m. meeting at the 
•Benton Harbor library. 


Benton Harbor City Manager 


Charles Morrison said the pur- 
•pose of the meeting is to "talk 
about the DART concept and 
explore the possibility of inter- 
governmental cooperation." 


Funding is also expected to he 


discussed. Morrison said he had 


seen "three Or four" sets of 
figures, ranging from a low of 
$128,000 to over $200,000. The 
larger figure would include 
some matching federal funds. 


A recent letter from James 


Kellogg, deputy director of ur- 
ban and public transportation, 
led the Benton Harbor city 
commission to believe Dial Ihe 
Michigan 
State 
Highway 


department may require four 
governmental units in Ihe twin 
cities area to form a joint 
transportation 
authority to 


operate DART buses. 


"Well find out today if they 


mean it and just how slrongly," 
said Morrison. 


BABE'S RAZED: Demolition crews began tearing down Babe's lounge at 161 
East Main street yesterday on order of Fire Chief Harold Gaddie, who said 
debris was still smoldering under rubble and debris must be cleared before 
investigators can determine cause of blaze. Clearing of debris continued this 
morning. 


VIEWS AFTERMATH: Ellis Hull, owner of Shoe Hull at 155 East Main street, 
Benton Harbor, next door to Babe's lounge, grimaces as he inspects damage to 
shoe store which opened last month. Hull estimated damage to be about $50,000, 
and said hf hopes to re-open store in same location if building can be repaired. 
Store sustained heavy smoke and water damage. (Staff photos) 


Fourth Fire Reported At Vincent Hotel 


Benlon Harbor firemen once again were called to extinguish a 


minor fire at the Vincent hold, 185 Main street, Benton Harbor, 


Wednesday evening. 


It was Ihe fourth fire in the last four days at (he hotel. Firemen 


said they suspivt arson attempts in all instances. 


The fire Wednesday was extinguished about 1U2 p.m. in Iho 


basement of Hie hotel. Firefighters reported ihc bla/.e started 
when someone trammed a slack of newspapers underneath a 


locked storage room door and ignited them. 


The bhv/.i' was discovered by a hotel employe. 
Two of the previous fires were in ;> bathroom on the third floor 


while a fire Tuesday was extinguished in a room on the seventh 
floor. 
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New School Plans 
To Hire Principal 


BOARD MEMBER: Michael 
Chucta, route 5, Cassopolis, has 
been appointed a member of 
Lewis Cass intermediate school 
board, replacing Sam Schpok of 
Dowagiac, who resigned Feb. 
28. Chucta is an engineei at 
Clark Equipment 
company's 


development division in Cas- 
sopolis. 


Brian K. Mayfield, 29, of 


Somonauk, 111., near Chicago, 
next week is scheduled to be 
hired 
as 
principal 
of 
the 


proposed 
new parent-owned 


Grace Christian school. 


Mayfield currently is head- 


master of Somonauk Baptist 
school at Somonauk. 


The announcement was made 


by the Rev. Harry Johnson, 
pastor of Sister Lakes Com- 
munity church and chairman of 
the board of directors for Grace 
Christian school. 


A site for the school has yet to 


be selected, but it is expected to 
be in the Benton Harbor-St. 
Joseph area and will be opera- 
tional next fall, Rev. Johnson 


said. It will include pre-school 
through sixth grade classes and 
also seventh and eighth grade 
classes, if there is sufficient 
demand. 
Christianity 
and 


general subjects will be taught 
and admission is open to all, 
regardless of race or religious 
affiliation, Rev. Johnson said. 


Rev. Johnson said Mayfield 


has verbally agreed to accept 
the post and will sign a contract 
at the school's annual meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
28, at Midway Baptist church, 
900 West Red Arrow highway, 
Watervliet. The initial contract 


Show To Draw 
2,500 Youths 


For three days next week, beginning Monday, some 2,500 


members of Berrien's 70 4-H clubs will exhibit projects and hold 
style shows at their annual Spring 4-H Achievement show, at 
Lakeshore high school. 


On Monday, beginning at 3:30 p.m., arts and crafts, electrical, 


woodworking, photography, cake decoration and mechanics 
projects will be judged in the gymnasium. That evening Young 
Miss girls, aged 9-12, will model clothing they made in winter 
project work. An open house will be held each of three nights from 
7 to 10. 


On Tuesday evening girls 12-14 will model in the Junior Miss 


contest and on Wednesday girls 14-years-old and over will model in 
the Senior Miss contest. The style shows will be held each evening 
from 7:30 to 9:30. 


CO-CHAIRMEN: Mrs. John Long (left) of Wa- 
tervliet and Mrs. Gerald Robson of Niles are co- 
chairmen 
for Berrien 
county 
4-H Spring 


Achievement show March 25-27. 
State High Court 
To Hear Appeal 


By GARRETT DeGRAFF 


Paw Paw Bureau 


PAW PAW — The Michigan 


Supreme court has agreed to 
hear the appeal of Anthony 
Misuraca of Paw Paw on his 
Van Buren circuit court convic- 
tion in 1970 on a charge of pos- 
session of marijuana. 


The conviction by a jury, was 


upheld by the Michigan appeals 
court last year. 


Misuraca, 22 at the time of his 


conviction was originally sen- 
tenced to from 20 to 25 years in 
state prison. 


However, in upholding the 


conviction, the appeals court 
ruled that Misuraca should be 


BRIAN K. MAYFIELD 


is to run through June 30, 1975. 
Salary 
was 
not 
disclosed. 


Mayfield 
will 
be 
keynote 


speaker at the meeting. 


Mayfield, a native of Quincy, 


111., joined the Somonauk school 
in January, 1973. A new school, 
it has 90 students and a seven- 
member faculty. Before this, 
Mayfield was at Wheaton Chris- 
tian high school, Wheaton, 111. 
He will be joined in the new 
school here by his wife, Linda, 
who currently 
teaches and 


coordinates 
curriculum 
at 


Somonauk. 


Mayfield 
received 
a 


bachelor's degree at Cedarville 
college, Cedarville, Ohio, and is 
working on a master's degree in 
administration 
at 
Northern 


Illinois university. 


Plans for Grace Christian 


school began in April, 1973, by 
the Southwest Michigan Con- 
servative Ministers Fellowship. 
Formation of a steering com- 
mittee followed in June. Board 
members were elected last Oc- 
tober during a meeting attended 
by about 135 persons at Napier 
Parkview 
Baptist 
church, 


Fairplain. 


Rev. Johnson then reported 


that 
the school 
would be 


parent-owned and not parochial 
under the domination of any 
particular religious group or 
church. 
Religious 
training, 


however, is planned as an im- 
portant phase of education. 


Winter Put To Torch 


SAULT STE. MARIE, Mich. (AP) — You can tell when 


it's spring—that's when Lake Superior State College burns 
a snowman. 


Reinforcing what the calendar says—that spring arrived 


on the scene today—students and faculty at the Sault-area 
school set the torch to their snowman. 


Or, more properly, what they call a snow-woman, in 


keeping with women's lib. 


Next year, they say they'll burn a "snow-person." 
The students and faculty members long ago solved the 


problem of burning something made from snow, their 
snowmen, snowwomen or snowpersons are made of paper. 


POLICE INTERNS: Patrol cars representing five 
police departments in Berrien county that are as- 
sisting intern training program for students in a 
new Lake Michigan college police internship, are 
drawn up at "drawbridge" entrance to LMC for 
photographer. Interns from law enforcement course 
at LMC spend minimum of four hours a week with 


their assigned department observing actual police 
work. Patrol cars, with an officer and intern beside 
each, are, clockwise from lower left: Benton 
township; St. Joseph township; Coloma township; 
Niles township, and (center) Berrien county 
sheriff's department. Two girls are among the 14 
interns in program. (Photo by Joe Smitchger) 


Tax Incentives For Owners 


Farm Land Protection Nears Passage 


resentenced under new state 
laws which set a maximum 
penalty for sale of marijuana of 
four years. 


Van Buren Circuit Court 


Judge David Anderson Jr. post- 
poned resentencing last year 
pending possible Supreme court 
review of the conviction. 


In another case before a state 


higher court, the appeals court 
has affirmed a Van Buren cir- 
cuit court conviction of Ronnie 
Ray Wireman in 1973 on a 
charge of taking indecent liber- 
ties with a minor female. 


Wireman, 27, of Lawton, was 


sentenced in April, 1973, to 
serve six to 10 years in state 
prison on the charge. 


By MALCOLM JOHNSON 
Associated Press Writer 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — The Michigan Legislature is one step 


away from approving an intricate plan to preserve state farm 
lands and protect certain "open space" lands. 


A bill near approval would provide tax incentives to land owners 


who agree to keep their property unchanged for at least a decade. 


The bill, aimed at saving millions of acres of farm land from 


commercial development, passed the House by a 80-17 vote Wed- 
nesday after the lower chamber tacked about 55 amendments onto 
the Senate version. 


The most important changes would reduce monetary penalties 


imposed on those who choose to drop out of the program. 


The measure now returns to the Senate, which originally altered 


a House bill with penalty provisions. The House version is ex- 
pected to be approved there with little opposition, since Sen. Harry 
DeMaso, R-Battle Creek, participated in the House amendment 
action. 


Backers of the bill argue that rapidly diminishing farm lands 


need to be saved. They point to the press of suburbia on farm land, 
property taxes so high the farmer cannot afford to keep the land in 
agriculture. 


The result, supporters say, is serious food shortages; ecological 


damage from development, including erosion, lowering of the 
water table and destruction of wildlife and serious damage to the 
state's economy. 


The bill provides: 
—Farmers may apply for a Farmland Development Rights 


agreement with the state, to be held for 10 years, limiting 
development to that which would improve the land for farming. 


The agreement must be approved by the local government and the 
state. 


—Under an agreement, the farmer would be eligible for a credit 


on state income tax equal to the amount his property taxes ex- 
ceeded seven per cent of his household income. For owners of in- 
corporated farms, the figure would be seven per cent of taxable 
income. 


—Owners of "open'space" land could apply for an open space 


development rights easement, also subject to local approval. The 
development rights would be held by the state, and development 
would be limited to that needed to maintain the property as open 
land. 


—The owner of open space land would be exempt from property 


taxes on it; the land would be taxed only on its value as 
undeveloped land. Local governments would be reimbursed by the 
state for property tax revenue lost. 


—The bill designates open space land as: Undeveloped historical 


sites; land controlled under the Natural Rivers Act or Shorelands 
Protection and Management acts (certain land along the shores of 
natural rivers, the Great Lakes and certain connecting water- 
ways); and other areas approved by the local governing body to 
conserve natural scenic resources. 


—The agreement could be terminated before 10 years were up, 


by agreement of the owner, if the local governing body or the state 
decided development of the land would be beneficial. 


—The agreement could also be ended by the owner, with the 


approval of the bodies which approved it. Penalties would then be 
imposed. 


The Senate set harsh penalties of 25 per cent of the fair market 


value of the land, plus the amount of property taxes not paid — in 


the case of open land — or the income tax credits received — in the 
case of farmland. 


However, the House reduced the penalties from those limits by 


dropping the 25 per cent of fair market value of the land. Penalties 
would be restricted to an amount equal to the tax credit received 
or the property taxes not paid, with six per cent annual interest 
added. 


The change brought minor protests from some House members 


who charged there is little real incentive for a farmer to remain in 
the program, especially if he had a buyer for the land. The fair 
market value of the land, which was dropped, could have meant 
the value of the land as developed property, which may be much 
higher than its undeveloped value. 


The land could be sold without penalty under the bill if it retains 


its undeveloped state. However, sale of the land for other pur- 
poses, without receiving approval, could be halted and the owner 
could be liable for a civil penalty of up to double the value of the 
land at the time. 


The state has estimated the first-year cost of the program at $2 


million. If all 78,000 farmers participated it would run to;$6 
million-$10 million. 


Meanwhile, the Senate voted 30-0 for a bill to let the slate pick up 


the tab for State Police pensions. 


The bill is a result of" a general consensus that the state should 


pick up the employes' share of retirement in lieu of a pay raise this 
year," said Senate Appropriations Committee chairman Charles 
Zollar, RBenton Harbor. 


The measure, which went to the House, would cost an estimated 


$1.6 million to $1.9 million in new benefits, Zollar said. 


ALLEGAN COUNTY BUILDING SKETCH: Ailegan 
county board of commissioners Tuesday awarded 


Highland Construction -company of Holland, con- 
tract for construction of new Allegan county build- 


ing as seen is this architectural sketch. Total cost of 
project is $747,794. Building, to house county's 


social services and health departments, is to be 
built at Dumont lake, 4'/2 miles north of Allegan 


